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Eeuses of Druse Discontent 


Past mul present Syrian governments under Prasident Quveetli have felled 
to meet Druze demands for arge appropriations for roads, schools, water, 
electrics power, and for at least one cabinet peat. Amir tAdil Arslan, 
the present, Minister of Education, is Lebanese, a Druze only in name, 
being officially a Sunni. Hoslem, and he in no sense represents the 
interests of the Jebel, 


Rrasent. Resen tae’, 
2. In the cabinet evisis which resulted in tha forwation of the present 

25X1X6 ED sovernuont under Jamil. Marden Boy, President Quwwatli and his advisaes 
Mee more leneved Druze demands, and failed to mesh violent Hrauge objections 
to the Teeielative deoress which brought about the fall of the Jeabri. 
povernmunt. These objections were formulated by Sultan Pashe Atrach, 
Cente lexder of the Syrian revolt of 1925-1926, and deadly personal enemy 
of Presidart Guwwetli. 


a Al2 the Druses ere united behind Sultan Pasha, regardless of British and 
25X1X6 Trene-dordanian subsidies, or those of the Syrian governnent. 


B- igultan Pasha's Plen of Action 
oe : ee | ERAN ON ENE LOS Ba BADEN AIRE TAREE OA ERA AACE SIN A Reh 


“ultan Pasha has declared to the Majlis of the Atrash family that, should 
Deuze denands not be effectively met by the new goverment within the 

next few weeks, he will order all Druzes to withdraw from the service of the 
wyrian Govermaant, elvil service, ara or sceurity forces. Those stationed 
outside the Jebel. will be ordered to return there, The Druzes, thus 

mt off fron Syria, would vele themselves and place their allegiance 

uhere they saw fit, In source's opinion, Sultan Pasha's orders would be 
obeyed,and the Druses ars know to be well avmed. 
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Gendarmerie Forces, 


The Syrian Gendarmerie has at present 5 officers and 230 inen 
in the Jebel. Druze, of whom 150 are mounted. They have no 
motorized equipment and are armed with British rifles and 
subemachine guns, on the average of one avtomatic weapon 

to each 20 men, ALL but a few of the pondarmerie ars Druzes. 
They are commanded by the Amir Zavd Atrash, brother cf Sulten 
Pasha Atrash and brother-inelaw of Amir Hasan Atrash, Governor 
(Muhafiz) of the Jebel. Non-Druse gendarmerie officers fron 
other parts of Syria resuse to servs in the Jebel. ihweing 
the past sumer, sendarmevie headquarters for the first tine 
introduced six or seven non-Druse N.C.0.'s: they ara 
isclated and ineffecbive. 


Acmy Forces 


The Syrian Arny has betrveen 200 and 300 cavalry in the Jebel. 
AML eve Druzes, the remnant of the former French=oxgenised 
Druse Legion. 


Druze Forces 


The Druses keep hidden all the stores of arms and ammunition 
seized by them from the French in May 1945. These consist of 
rifles, revolvers, sub-machine guns, machine guns, morvars and 
grenades, with ample ammmition for all, and are estimated by 
source to provide arms for 3500-000 men. 


eons Comment: Syrian Government forces stationed 

in the Jebel Druze are totally inadequate, and could 

take no effective action in the evant of & Druga uprising. 
8 It has been reported,as of 19 November 1916, that Sulten Pasha 


BE Brash was in touch with Druge leaders in Lebanon, in order 


to find out if the Lebanese Druzes would support him in case of 
a showdow with the Syrian Government. He is said to have. 
received a favorable reply, and it is understecd that 200 
Druze young men will go to Jebel. Druze to be ready to attack 
Damaseus if the signal is given. . 
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